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the McCulloch, into an unfrequented part of the bay
in order that they should sustain no injury and that
they might not hamper the movements of the fight-
ing-ships. When we saw that there were only mer-
chantmen at the Manila anchorage, the squadron,
led by the flag-ship, gradually changed its course,
swinging around on the arc of a large circle leading
toward the city and making a kind of countermarch,
as it were, until headed in the direction of Cavite.
This brought the ships within two or three miles of
shore, with a distance of four hundred yards be-
tween ships, in the following order: Olympia (flag),
Baltimore, Raleigh, Petrel, Concord, and Boston.

About 5.05 the Luneta and two other Manila
batteries opened fire. Their shots passed well over
the vessels. It was estimated that some had a range
of seven miles. Only the Boston and Concord replied.
Each sent two shells at the Luneta battery. The
other vessels reserved their fire, having in mind my
caution that, in the absence of a full supply of am-
munition, the amount we had was too precious to
be wasted when we were seven thousand miles from
our base. My captains understood that the Span-
ish ships were our objective and not the shore forti-
fications of a city that would be virtually ours as
soon as our squadron had control of Manila Bay.

With the coming of broad daylight we finally
sighted the Spanish vessels formed in an irregular
crescent in front of Cavite. The Olympia headed^juc-
